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The Peering Database

The https://www.peeringdb.com/ is a freely available, user-maintained database of networks which
take part in the global Internet. It is considered the authoritative source of all information relating to
network operators who participate in peering around the world.

The database facilitates the global interconnection of networks at Internet Exchange Points (IXPs),
data centres, and other interconnection facilities, and is the first stop in making interconnection
decisions.

Background

In the early Internet (of the 1990s) there were few network operators and interconnect points around
the world that interconnections were relatively straightforward to seek out and implement (in the
author's experience anyway). In March 1999 there were 4640 ASNs in the Internet with only 800
providing transit. This compares with today's total exceeding 73000 ASNs and over 10000 ASNs
providing transit, never mind that almost every country in the world now has at least one Internet
Exchange Point if not a datacentre facilitating commercial interconnects.

In the 1990s establishing new interconnects by attending in major Internet operations meetings
(NANOG, RIPE, AfNOG, APRICOT and so on), with network information passed on by word of mouth or
email or even by letter!

With the rapid growth of the Internet in the late 1990s and early 2000s, there needed to be a more
scalable way for a Network Operator to get their “peering information” out to the global Internet
operations community. And hence the PeeringDB was born.

What is the Peering DB

The Peering DB is a repository of the important information that network operators need to determine
whether an interconnection is feasible, makes commercial sense, makes technical sense, and is even
technically feasible. While the Peering DB website has much more detailed information, the Peering
Toolbox is highlighting the key points.

Here are some example entries to show what is possible. The first example (publicly accessible) is of
LINX, the London Internet Exchange:
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which shows a screen capture of what is available at their LON1 site, a scrollable list of the
participants, how to contact LINX, etc.

The second example below shows that of a AWS (Amazon Web Services), one of the major content
networks on the Internet:

- - — — =
= PeeringDB ...

e Public Paaring Exchangs Points

; y 1S NG o
e RETE RS 000 T 1AM 13
AB-AMAION ARLAN [chinnd NIy T WG 0
43 M3 2001 T A 00SITd 0
AMG-I 7Y NG [
B 240200, 100 2000 T8RS0 B0
ot AT ] C] 0
OO A ZETT 0011 - w801 FA0R 2
= A 1% Gy 125 G [#]
= 81 HEE PR TS BE VIR L B
AMS-1K Fory Foog A G [w]
S— 103,347 13610 2001119 2560501 8BS 1
Gohal AME-[% Horg Kong (Lo 110G (o]
E Uricant 1Pwd ) Multicast (3P () Nerssr i masa A0 I4T 130 TS 000 ) D8 85018508
sy ARE-15 Wb 1E5E 108 [&]
FE-03-1ETZ A K BT s R d B =i ] 201 w48 PO O At 882
M-I BN AHE-IK Mamtel it s &
- 214 70030 2000 B b - 500h B0 GEHE:
EEE-01-FAT2 A0 = 3 T &
e 054G a7 DS G000 30 30 BT
AreTHeE L WG [w
HIVE Frasng: hifpe:Npesering e’ 2T EM. 148 2000 513148
Pt U TR TR TR =
Whan suEribng o peenng negud, g sddoas h .
apaciic regicral contact lsied balow for e location of Privale Paering Facilties F
HOAr gL (i B Seenng mgua borondon shoukd s
pearing-smas i amaron tom whils peening requests tor
Gencie shisld uss ceserg-apacl com), This
will BOVSETS VOAF MeqUnT] i procsssed and addresssd in B
timaty fahion . Pinass on nol mgy contacts sol mesm kor 181 Frosi S Waal Torsnln Lammls
pearing poby in e DGabon o yuT MU 1A Toramia:
1RE Hplsay ek Rosr Linted Blates of Airasscia
185 herank:
Operwcrl asuss o ' TR 5 C
H §T meperianon connecity issees o Amazon, plems 16500 Torasis

This one shows the Public peering and Private peering facilities AWS is present at. So a potential peer
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can check which locations they share with AWS, and then contact them about peering. The page for
AWS contains data about number of prefixes, traffic ratios, etc, plus the IP addressing used at the
various public Internet connect points. All this is designed to make it easier for prospective peers to

assess and reach out to AWS for peering.

Back to "What | need to Peer" page
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